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Application/Control Number: 10/532,294 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2116 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Clark et al, US. 

Pat No. 6,509,851. 

3. Claims 1,6-10, Clark teaches a device for exchanging data signals between a first clock 
domain and a second clock domain [FIFO 120 of Fig. J], characterized in that the device 
comprises a serial memory element [152 of Fig. 5] and a parallel memory element coupled to the 
serial memory element the serial memory element [150 of Fig. 5] comprising at least one 
memory location more for the data signals than the parallel memory element [see Fig. 5 and 
related discussion], 

4. Claim 2, Clark teaches the serial memory element is arranged for writing the data signals 
and the parallel memory element is arranged for reading out the data signals [abstract, Fig. 5], 

5. Claim 3, Clark teaches a first control signal for writing the data signals in the sprial 
memory element can be derived fi"om a first clock signal which is arranged for synchronizing the 
data signals in the first clock domain, and in that a second control signal for reading the data 
signals fi"om the parallel memory element can be derived fi"om a second clock signal which is 
arranged for synchronizing the data signals in the second clock domain [abstract, see also Fig. 5 
and related discussion]. 
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6. Claims 4-5, Clark teaches the serial memory element is arranged for reading out the data 
signals and in that the parallel memory element is arranged for writing the data signals [Figs, J- 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdelmoniem Elamin whose telephone number is 571-2727- 
3674. The examiner can normally be reached on MON - THUR 10:00 AM - 6::00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rehana Prrveen can be reached on 571-272-3676. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or m-i72rl000. 
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